CHAPTER XII.
COSMIC ECONOMY

IN a former chapter we traced the development of
English philosophy, science, literature, and reli-
gious thought, down to a point approximately
dated by the outbreak of the Russian War. We
have now to deal with a period of about equal
length, roughly coinciding with the political
supremacy of Lord Palmerston. There is no sharp
line of demarcation between the two, and to a
certain extent they even overlap. But, on the
whole, we shall not be mistaken in saying that,
while the first is a period of quiet seed-time in
which ideas are prepared, outlined, and either tenta-
tively put forward or stored up for future use, in
the second they are ripened, elaborated, applied,
and, so to speak, violently exploded on the world,
with the result of obtaining, if not its assent, at
least its full attention and respect.

The Palmerstonian period is also one of hero-
worship, of splendid publicity and homage given
not only to ideas, but even more to their represen-
tatives ; a time when work done with little honour
in the previous years comes in for universal recog-
nition and applause, with this effect also that
new reputations are made at a single stroke, being
rapidly imposed by the best judges on the multitude
of listeners. 1 have said that the Conservative
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